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About 28 years ago, Carl Hodges, of his visionary Planetary Design in 
Phoenix, got the go-ahead from Israel’s Yitzhak Rabin, Egypt’s Hosni 
Mubarak, and Palestine’s Hanan Ashrawi. They authorized Carl to plan the 
185-mi. long Sinai Seawater River project from Gaza on the Mediterranean 
Sea (38-40 ppt salinity) to Eilat on the Sea of Aqaba. Carl’s concept was to 
tap the vast Mediterranean Sea to create an artificial perennial seawater 
river to produce ornamentals, herbs, honey, bird sanctuaries, tourism, 
related crafts, and edible seawater-loving plants (halophytes) for carbon 
capture, landscaping, erosion control, food, fiber, animal feed, cosmetics, 
perfumes, colorful-burning fire logs, and commercial shrimp, tilapia, and 
milkfish farms. The driving force was to use the natural nutrients from the 
sea to sustainably employ a great many Palestinians. Carl hosted me at his 
Phoenix complex to join his design team. Our team made a lot of progress 
but disbanded when Rabin was assassinated. Carl could have funded the 
project. It would have been life changing. A few years later, we designed, 
built, and operated Seawater Farms Eritrea in Massawa on the Emperor Haile 
Selassie winter palace estate on the Red Sea. We needed about 800 
Eritreans to build and 400 to operate it on 500 acres of desert coast. It 
collapsed in three years due to political upheaval in Eritrea. 
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